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Texas Commission on the Arts Annual Report for Cultural Districts 
For the period starting January 1, 2021 and ending December 31, 2021 

Report due by June 15, 2022 

District Name: 
Year Cultural District Designated by TCA:  Website: 

City:  County(s):

Managing Entity: 
Federal EIN:  DUNS Number:

Cultural district contact  Board or management entity chair

Name:  Name: 

Title: Title: 

Organization:  Organization:
Address:  Address: 

City, State, Zip:  City, State, Zip: 

Phone:  Phone

Cell Phone:  Cell Phone:

Email:  Email: 

Cultural district boundaries 

1. Please provide the streets that define the district’s north, south, east and west boundaries.

2. Have these boundaries changed from the time of designation?

Zip codes included in the cultural district 

3. Provide a list of all the zip codes included within the cultural district boundaries. Indicate what percentage of each

zip code is located within the cultural district. This website may be helpful: https://www.unitedstateszipcodes.org/.
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Cultural District Accomplishments and Growth during 2021 
4. Provide a narrative overview of cultural district activity for calendar year 2021 and include any new initiatives, arts

events, new public art projects, any capital projects completed, new restaurants, new retail, and new lodging

businesses that opened in the district, along with any other outcomes you wish to share. Separate out any online

activities from your in‐person activities, given the pandemic.  (400 words)
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Please return this report by email to: districts@arts.texas.gov, with a subject line of: 

“2021 Annual Report from ___________
 
District.” The deadline is Wednesday, June 15, 2022 by 11:59 PM CDT. 

Cultural District Visitors 

5. Provide the total number of visitors who attended events and activities in the cultural district in 2021:
(Please include data sources; separate out in‐person and online events)

6. Of the number above, provide the total number of visitors who came from outside the cultural district city to attend

an event or activity in 2021:  (Please include data sources; separate out in‐person and online events)

Cultural District Management Entity Board 

7. Please submit a list of current members of the policy‐making body for the cultural district and their affiliations.

8. Provide a list of cultural district board meetings and dates that occurred in 2021:

Marketing Efforts 

9. Describe the cultural district’s marketing efforts to attract visitors in 2021:

Photographs 

10. Submit three to five high quality photographs of activities that occurred in the cultural district in the past year.

Photos may be color or black and white and must be of high resolution (72 pixels per inch). Please attach a signed

copy of the photo release form (PDF to download) and descriptions of the activity shown in each photo.

https://www2.arts.state.tx.us/tcagrant/Forms/checklists/TCA_photo_release.pdf

	District Name: Original Denton District
	Website: www.originaldentondistrict.com
	City: Denton
	Countys: Denton
	Managing Entity: 
	Federal EIN: 756000514
	DUNS Number: 071380190
	Name: John Whitmore
	Name_2: Monet Franklin
	Title: Park Planning Manager
	Title_2: Public Art Committee Chairperson
	Organization: City of Denton
	Organization_2: City of Denton Public Art Committee
	Address: 215 E. McKinney St.
	Address_2: 215 E. McKinney St.
	City State Zip: Denton, TX 76201
	City State Zip_2: Denton, TX 76201
	Phone: (940) 349-7747
	Phone_2: 
	Cell Phone: (940) 390-3995
	Cell Phone_2: (940) 300-3139
	Email: john.whitmore@cityofdenton.com
	Email_2: monet.franklin@cityofdenton.com
	District: 
	Boundaries: North: Parkway Street, Withers Street, McKinney Street
South: Sycamore Street, Prairie Street, Wilson Street
East: Bell Avenue, Bradshaw Street
West: Carroll Boulevard, Elm Street, Lakey Street
	Boundaries2: No changes
	Zip Codes: 76201: 0.327 sq. miles in ODD or about 5.8% of zip code within ODD
76205: 0.168 sq. miles in ODD or about 2.0% of zip code within ODD
	Accomplishments: Cultural activities within the Original Denton District had significant growth from the previous year due to the relaxing of many pandemic restrictions. Restaurants and bars with performance spaces in the moved from drive up only to sit down service and started to book performance artists. The Campus Theatre reopened for limited seating plays and musicals. The Arts and Jazz Festival returned after moving from the spring to the fall. And some of the outdoor festivals, concerts, and events returned unless the pandemic restrictions affected their regularly scheduled dates.

The pandemic restrictions did not encourage the launch of new cultural initiatives in the district. The emphasis was to bring back traditional events and venues as the restrictions allowed. However, work by the Parks Department with the Public Art Committee completed the first phase of a pocket park renovation that now holds the Denton Women’s Interracial Fellowship (DWIF)Monument. The DWIF Monument artwork was partially funded by a TCA grant. The park renovations included building an elevated area in front of the monument curtain wall, ADA access, and lighting of the artwork and the park. The park, now called Wolff’s Park, sits between downtown Denton and eating and performance venues. Its location has created many art views by people visiting the downtown area or the Industrial Street venues.

The Parks Department also build a new venue, The Nook, outside of the library in Quakertown Park. This is an outdoor amphitheater suitable for readings, meetings, and as a small musical performance venue. The Nook will also be a new performance venue for use during the annual Arts and Jazz Festival. One additional project in Quakertown Park was the renovation of the “Children’s Art Wall.” This sculpture was originally installed in the late 1960s and had been climbed on by thousands of playing children. 

The new businesses that opened in the District in 2020 remained open and viable in 2021. Some of the internal venues held outdoor performances to stay within the pandemic restrictions. The University of North Texas CoLAB venue hosted events both online and in person throughout year. 
The appearance of the downtown buildings making up the businesses around the historic courthouse started planning efforts to unify the look and feel of decorative lighting. The intent is to move toward LED lighting that can be programmed with different colors depending on the time of year or in support of ODD events. 

	Visitors: 458,221 total visitors in 2021. Data sources include direct reports from event promoters (225,000 for Arts & Jazz Fest. for example), and estimates from venue owners and operators. Some events were held online only but the operators did not separate the numbers from in-person attendance.
	Outside: Estimates for visitors from outside the city jumped from approximately 25% in 2020 to approximately 40% in 2021 (183,200). This estimate is based on the major event promoter straw polls)
	Board: Committee Chair Monet Franklin (community member, Southeast Denton Neighborhood Alliance); Vice Chair Fredrick Nichelson (musician);  Joey Liechty (community member); Meredith Buie (UNT); Adam Chamberlin (UNT-Lighting & Sound Design); Marie Nuchols (community member); Jennifer Lane (community member); Leigh Johnson (IT Professional); Ex-Officios: Georgina Ngozi (Greater Denton Arts Council); John Whitmore (Park Planning Manager); Gary Packan (Dir. of Parks & Recreation) 


	Board2020: 2021 Board meetings held on January 7, March 4, April 1, May 6, July 11, August 5, September 2, and October 7.
	Marketing: Marketing the ODD continued primarily through social media engagement. Most of 2021 outreach focused on engaging artists, entertainers, and venues and connecting them to resources to assist with the financial impacts of the pandemic and promote virtual and hybrid events. The ODD team and the City's Economic Development Department continued to work  with the Denton CVB and Denton Main Street Association to cross-promote events and activities to gain additional reach. 


