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A Brief History

Quakertown was a vibrant middle-
class, and mostly African America,
community that existed where
Quakertown Park exists today. The
community emerged in the 1870s
and existed for several decades,
and included several churches, a
school, houses, and businesses.




Park Board Vote

In April 1921 Denton Voters approved a
bond for a City Park to be located at
Quakertown.

By 1923, all structures in the community
had either been destroyed or removed.

Many residents moved to Southeast
Denton. Some moved to other states, or
even to Liberia in West Africa.
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Considerations / Concerns

* Process: The scope of a permanent memorial in
Quakertown Park could be included in the Downtown
Master Plan effort. This effort would take time and
require a significant public input component.

« Function: How will the memorial co-exist within the
wider context of a fully operational park (maintenance,
City-wide events, etc.)?
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Permanent Memorial
e Will be located in Quakertown Park

 Developed within Master Planning Process(es)

* Extensive public input will determine
scope/shape of permanent memorial.
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Healing/Reconciliation
Garden and Living
Museum

* Could build a new garden at Henry Taylor’s lot

* OR expand and renovate current garden located
between City Hall and the Civic Center

e Garden could feature thematic “rooms” with
sensory features with a mixture of textures,
smells, and colors

Memorial artwork/sculpture

 Historical signage

e Combines community, history, education,

nature, healing and social
engagement generating a sense of place

Would require a high level of continued
maintenance




Some Temporary Memorial Options

* Quakertown Property Outlining
 Explanatory Signage

 C(Calendar of Public Event (Arts, Music, History,
Storytelling, Children’s Events, etc.)
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Quakertown Outlining

* OQOutline Terry Street with athletic paint
and include temporary signage
throughout the park showing the
location of houses, businesses, and
churches.

* Signage could include information
about past owners and residents at
each location

e 80+ Quakertown landmarks coincide
with the current Quakertown Park
area
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Explanatory
Signhage
* Temporary signage would help

readers understand the history
of Quakertown

* Can provide a sense of space
with the use of historic
photographs and maps

* Possibility of being easily
damaged
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Calendar of Events

* Quakertown History Speaker Series

* Centennial Day of Remembrance
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Questions?

Contact Information:

Omar Siddigi, Management Analyst
omar.siddigi@cityofdenton.com

Chris Escoto, Parks Planner
chris.escoto@cityofdenton.com
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